The Association of Cancer Physicians meets Clive Jones MP at a Westminster national launch event to accelerate ambition for the National Cancer Plan

London, 30 October 2025 -  The Association of Cancer Physicians (ACP) was invited to the Houses of Parliament today to meet with Clive Jones MP, a breast cancer survivor and advocate, to discuss accelerating progress in the National Cancer Plan and strengthening the future of cancer care in the UK.

At the meeting, the ACP emphasised the importance of improving patient care through professional leadership in medical oncology. The discussions centred on how to transform outcomes for patients through better structures that allow both time to care and time to receive care, alongside renewed investment in research and clinical innovation.

Prof Andrew Wardley, Chair of the Association of Cancer Physicians, said:

“Our shared ambition is to create a health system that gives every patient access to world-class oncology expertise. This means protecting time for clinicians to deliver care and to conduct vital research, ensuring that every individual with cancer benefits from the best science and treatment. We are ready to work with Government, NHS leaders, and Parliament to make that vision real.”


Professor Helena Earl, Professor of Clinical Cancer Medicine at the University of Cambridge and ACP Honorary President, urged decisive professional action:

“We must stop the decline of cancer care in the UK. This is a defining moment. As a profession, we must act strongly and collectively to advocate for quality. Action matters- our patients deserve a service that reflects excellence, compassion, and clinical leadership.”

Dr Lennard Lee, Associate Professor at the University of Oxford and Medical Oncologist, reflected on the promise of new technologies:

“The future of cancer care is full of opportunity. Advances in Artificial Intelligence and sovereign AI supercomputing are opening doors to faster, safer, and more precise treatments. Projects such as the UK Cancer Vaccine AI & Supercompute Project show how data and discovery can work together to design the next generation of personalised cancer vaccines. With the right national framework, the UK can lead the world in using AI to transform outcomes for patients.”

Dr Caroline Archer, member of the ACP Executive, highlighted the importance of sustainable workforce planning:

“We must ensure that job plans for oncologists reflect the realities of modern cancer medicine -  balancing clinical care, research, and education. The workforce must keep up with the amount of treatments that are used to help patients. Giving doctors the protected time they need to innovate and lead is essential if we are to deliver the ambitions of the National Cancer Plan.”

The meeting followed the recent publication of “The Next Ten: Accelerating Ambition in Cancer Care” -  a cross-sector report funded by Daiichi Sankyo that outlines how the next decade can be defined by progress in research, early diagnosis, and equitable access to treatment. The ACP reaffirmed its commitment to work collaboratively across government, academia, and industry to deliver a modern, patient-centred cancer service that matches the UK’s scientific strengths.
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