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Secretary of State for Health
Department of Health

Richmond House

79 Whitehall

London

SW1A 2NS

17 February 2016
Dear Secretary of State,

The announcement of the imposition of a new junior doctors’ contract will have
considerable negative effects on the future of cancer care in England. Clinical and medical
oncologists provide radiotherapy and systemic anti-cancer treatments aimed at curing or
improving the quality of life of patients diagnosed with cancer.

The Independent Cancer Taskforce’s report published last year stated that ‘in some parts of
the country, workforce deficits in oncology mean that it is not possible to deliver optimal
treatment safely’ [1]. This damning indictment of the current state of cancer services is a
warning that should be heeded. Furthermore the UK already falls behind many European
countries in oncology doctor:patient ratios and outcomes are significantly worse than our
European counterparts [2]. This situation can only worsen in the context of a new contract
that will actively discourage recruitment and retention of the clinical and medical oncology
workforce.

The proposed changes to rota and pay systems will have an adverse impact on the training
opportunities for oncology trainees. Clinical and medical oncologists already offers 24/7
access to acute oncology services. The existing contract is not an obstacle to providing this
care. However the increased out-of-hours work will reduce the cancer-specific training that
junior doctors will be exposed to leading to less experienced consultants of the future.
Furthermore remuneration for working out-of-hours in cancer services will be substantially
inferior in the new contract as our speciality has a significant amount of non-resident on
call. This will exacerbate current recruitment difficulties in both our specialties.

The poorer cancer outcomes in the UK compared to other similar economies are often
guoted [3]. It is inconceivable that this gap in patient outcomes could be closed in the
decades to come without an oncology workforce replete with well-trained and enthusiastic
specialists, many with a focus on cancer research. This contract will lead to worse outcomes
for our cancer patients.



We call on the Department of Health to withdraw the imposed contract and complete a
negotiated settlement for the benefit of future cancer care in England.

Yours sincerely

(\M«aﬁl snun

Dr Michael Kosmin, Chair of the Oncology Registrars’ Forum, Royal College of Radiologists,

and

Dr Adam Januszewski, Trainee Representative to the Association of Cancer Physicians,
Specialist Registrar in Medical Oncology

On behalf and with the support of over 470 named Clinical and Medical Oncology
Consultants and Trainees (below).
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Academic Consultant in Medical Oncology

senior lecturer medical oncology

Clinical Oncology ST8

Consultant
Trainee

Consultant

Trainee
Trainee
Consultant
Trainee
Consultant
Consultant
Consultant
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Consultant

Consultant

Consultant

Consultant

Consultant
Consultant

Trainee



Balaji Venugopal
Charlotte Benson
Dr Mark Napier

Nick Brown

Gayathri Anandappa
Nicola levitt

Fatima El-Khouly
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Consultant in Medical Oncology and Honorary
Clinical Senior Lecturer

Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant in Medical Oncology
SpR Medical Oncology
Consultant medical oncology
Research Fellow

Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant Medical Oncologist
Oncology clinical fellow
Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant Medical Oncologist
ST4 Medical Oncology

Acting Consultant

Professor of Medical Oncology

Clinical Lecturer (Medical Oncology)

Clinician Scientist Fellow and Honorary
Consultant in Medical Oncology

Consultant

Oncology SpR
Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant Oncologist

Medical Oncologist

Medical Oncologist, Educational Supervisor
consultant medical oncologist
Consultant medical oncologist
NIHR Clinical Lecturer
Consultant medical oncologist
Medical Oncologist
Consultant Clinical Oncologist
Consultant Oncologist
Consultant

ST4 Clinical Oncology
Medical Oncologist

ST5

SpR Medical Oncology

Consultant Medical Oncologist

Consultant
Consultant
Consultant
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Consultant
Consultant

Consultant

Consultant
Consultant
Consultant
Trainee
Consultant
Consultant
Consultant
Consultant
Consultant
Trainee
Consultant
Trainee
Trainee

Consultant



Dr Valentine Macaulay

Radha Todd

Natalie cook

Catherine Harper-Wynne

Axel Walther

Sonali Dasgupta

Dr Sharadah Essapen
Dr Sue Darby
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Fiona J Lofts

Prof R J Grieve
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Helen Hockings
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Dr Jens Samol
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John A Green
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Dr David Jonathan
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Prof Johnathan Joffe
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Dr Matthew Winter
Saif Ahmad
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Zena Salih

Associate Professor and Honorary Consultant in

Medical Oncology
Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant

Consultant medical oncologist

Research Lead, Bristol Cancer Institute

Oncologist

Consultant Medical Oncologist
Medical Oncology Registrar
Consultant Oncologist
Consultant Medical Oncologist
Consultant Medical Oncologist
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